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The Messenger 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAY 23rd IS CONFIRMATION DAY 

 
More than two years ago, six teenagers began a journey of          
confirmation preparation that has led them to places they never 
thought they would go. Not only did it lead them to classroom        
experiences or to a bowling alley for a Cosmic time of fun, food, 
and fellowship, it also led them to trying to navigate in a world af-
fected by a global pandemic.  Mere months from completing their         
preparation, COVID-19 threw a big monkey-wrench into the works 
and brought everything to a grinding halt.  However, these young 
men and women adjusted, and when we were able to resume last 
fall, albeit while social-distancing outdoors, they picked up where 
they left off and moved forward anticipating making their            
confirmation in November of 2020, shortly after the church had  
reopened. Then cases went up and the church was forced to close 
again - until Palm Sunday 2021.  Finally, on May 23rd we are 
scheduled once again to celebrate confirmation, and we continue to 
pray that it will happen! 
 

The significance of this day is profound. May 23rd is Pentecost - the 
birthday of the Church; the day the Church came to life through the 
imparting of the Holy Spirit. It is amazing to think that after more 
than a year of tomb-like existence, our youth will be leading us back 
to life in the Risen Christ. We are sure the gift of the Spirit will be 
very real to us as we recognize our confirmands and celebrate their 
commitment to Christ. Please join us in celebrating FUMC’s newest 
members: Zachary Cook, Lily Hunt, Justin Libby, Jonathan 
Murphy, Eben Thompson, and Jayden Watson! Stay tuned for 
more information about each of our confirmands in the                
June Messenger. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Some Greeks are in Jerusalem at 
the time of the Passover, and they attempt to make an appoint-
ment to see Jesus, as if he is some sort of attraction to be 
viewed while in town. These words, uttered by biblical charac-
ters we don’t even know, grabbed me when I preached on them 
a few weeks ago, and now with Lent well in the rearview mirror 
I am still reflecting on them. I am struck by the tourists and their 
desire. I picture them with a copy of A Dummies Guide to Jeru-
salem under one arm, and the ancient Middle-Eastern version 
of The Gazetteer under the other, while trying to make arrange-
ments through a local tour guide. Looking at the scene from the 
outside, I feel like saying, “Oh, friend, you have no idea what 
you are asking.” Little do these Greeks with piqued curiosity 
know that they will indeed have the opportunity to “see Jesus.” 
In just a few days, they can see all of him, bleeding, stripped of 
his clothes, hanging on a cross.  
 
As we have just come through the month of April and a worship
-based continued celebration of the resurrection, I want to 
share with you parts of a reflection I recently read that was writ-
ten by Jennifer Shrock. She writes:  

 
I identify with this story. I, too, wish to see Jesus. I sincerely do. But 

not the Jesus who is 
about to be buried in the ground like a pound of seed corn. Not the 

Jesus whose idea of 
successfully completing his mission is a violent beating followed by 

slow suffocation on a 
cross. I have abandoned many a novel midstream because their 

stories were too raw, 
their pain too intense for my serotonin levels. 

 
 

(continued on page 3) 
 
 
 

Feed the Need 

To be disciples, living and teaching the Word of God 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
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WEAR A MASK - SAVE A LIFE! 
 

Mask wearing during the pandemic not only 
protects the wearer, it also protects those the 
wearer comes into contact with.  It may help 
save a life! Thank you for being good to your-
self and to others! Masks are available upon en-
tering the FUMC Welcome Center.   
   

 

WOMEN'S RESTROOM RENOVATION 
PROJECT  COMPLETE 

 
The women's restroom, just off Hurd Hall, is 
now reopen for use and looks incredible! Many 
thanks to the Trustees for coordinating this 
project, and to RCB Construction for a job well 
done! Please check it out when you get a 
chance. Your contributions to FUMC's Build-
ing Fund make projects like this possible. 
Please remember the Building Fund when you 

fill out your Estimate of Giving cards on an an-
nual basis or when you want to make a spe-
cial gift. The Board of Trustees appreciates 
your generosity and support!  
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FUMC Heritage Happenings  

For something different this month, here is a pic-
ture of a Sunday School Class probably taken in 
the early 1950’s as the church wood trim was not 
yet painted white. Does anyone recognize the pic-
ture or anyone in it?  Any information would be 
appreciated so we can properly label this picture 
for posterity. 

Kent Marzoli, Records and History 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

  

Feed the Need 
We bring the Word of Jesus Christ to our communities and the world.  

Pastor’s Corner      (continued from page 2) 
 

This passage pushes us to go deeper than a polite interest in 
Jesus – or a polite interest 

in the sufferings of our contemporary world. We can complain 
that we cannot bear to 

look, that this overpriced show was not what we bought a ticket 
for and we are justified 

in retiring to the best bunker we can afford. Or, we can open 
ourselves to the depth of 

human suffering – others’ and our own – and take to heart this 
quote from Michael 

Battle, a California priest: “God, by taking human na-
ture upon God’s self – living in poverty and dying in shame and 
torment – has earned the right to ask us to hold on a little long-
er until morning comes…until resurrection.” 

 
In the light of Easter, and as we anticipate Pentecost on 
May 23rd, what difference does Jesus make? When we can 
answer that question, we are challenged to move on to the 
next: What difference will I make, and what difference will 
my church make? Jesus requires more than just our pass-
ing fancy. After all, Jesus can never be a curiosity or simply 
a tourist attraction.  
 
Peace and love,          Pastor Jeff 
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PREPARE FOR WORSHIP IN MAY 
 

May 2 - Fifth Sunday of Easter, Sacrament of                          
Holy Communion 

Texts: Acts 8:26-40; John 15:1-8 

Title: The Power of Connection 

Theme: God is love. Those who abide in love, abide in God. And 
those who abide in Christ’s love, abide in Christ. For Christ is the 
vine, and we are the branches. By abiding in the vine, we bear the 
fruit of love. Apart from the vine, we can do nothing. 
 

May 9 - Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Texts: Acts 10:44-48; John 15:9-17 

Title: All Are Welcome? 

Theme: When Peter recognized that the Spirit was blessing not just 
the Jewish followers of Jesus, but Gentiles as well, he proclaimed it 
loud and clear. There is no confusion for those first followers in the 
book of Acts: all are invited to God’s community. This intercon-
nected understanding of creation and humanity expands love be-
yond the walls of our homes and our churches to invite any and all 
to the blessings of the Spirit, to the love of God, to the family of 
love, and to grateful praise for God who creates and blesses us all. 
 

May 16 - Ascension Sunday 

Texts: Acts 1:1-11; Luke 24:44-53 

Title: Things are Looking Up 

Theme: God sends us to serve, but God does not send us alone. The 
Spirit is with us in the world, guiding our steps and protecting our 
paths. Let’s not get caught staring into the sky and doing nothing. 
 

May 23 - Pentecost, Confirmation Day 

Texts: Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15  
Title: Melt, Mold, Fill, Use 

Theme: The scripture readings contain some of the Bible’s greatest 
hits about the Holy Spirit. Great images that speak volumes about 
power and passion. Pentecost is a day to celebrate the presence of 
the Spirit, and what the Spirit can do through each of us. 
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FUMC Trustees Announce Annual Church 
Clean-up Day - Saturday May 8th         

8am until 1pm. 

 

Location FUMC Church Parking lot   
 
Chores to include raking, sweeping, clean up 
of trash and spreading bark mulch in our 
Church entrance gardens. 
 
This is an outside activity but please wear a 
mask and keep proper social distance when 
working. Please bring your own work gloves. 
Any questions or concerns feel free to email 
or text me. 
 
Thanks 
Charlie DeVito  

FUMC Trustees Chairperson 
603-833-0364 
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A Message from Bob Morse... 

 

Dear First United Methodist Church Family, 
 
It is with great sorrow that I have decided that it is 
time to retire and move to Florida where the rest of my 
family resides. However, before I go, I wanted to let 
you all know what a wonderful church family we have 
here. The work you do for the community is outstand-
ing. When I first attended worship among you, you 
were so welcoming to me; coming up to introduce 
yourselves and say hello. That meant the world to me 
then.   
 
Working in the office has been extremely gratifying to 
me. The opportunity to meet and interact with you 
while serving in the church office has been a privi-
lege.  While the COVID-19 shutdown was intense, the 
office always seemed like a safe place to be. Thank 
you for making it so. 
 
Without a doubt, I am going to miss all the people of 
First United Methodist Church.   
 
 
Sincerely and with love, 
 
Robert (Bob) Morse  
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PREPARE FOR WORSHIP IN MAY 
(continued from page 4) 

 
May 30 - Trinity Sunday 

Texts: Isaiah 6:1-8; John 3:1-17 

Title: When 3 Equals 1 and 1 Equals 3 

Theme: Our Christian faith is based on one God who is known to us 
in three persons: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, or more traditionally, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We are called into serving God, and the 
Holy Trinity enables us to serve with confidence, knowing each per-
son of this triune God walks with us every step of the way.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anni and Charlie DeVito for painting the walls for 

the ladies room renovation, and to Kent Marzoli 

for painting the stalls before they are reinstalled!  

 

Thank you to everyone who remembered us in 

prayer and sent cards these last few weeks as both 

Claude and I dealt with significant medical issues at 

the same time.  It was definitely challenging!  

  

Claude and Judy Saddler 
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ONLINE PRAYER REQUESTS:  
 
may be sent to Pastor Jeff 
(jjhrev@gmail.com) by 11 AM on 

Wednesdays for inclusion in the 

Weekly Prayer List, by noon on 

Thursdays to have a prayer request 

shared during online worship 

(services are recorded on Thursday 

evenings).   

 

 

HELPERS NEEDED FOR SUNDAY  

WORSHIP 

We need support staff volunteers for in-person  
worship on Sunday mornings! Can you help? We 
need people to serve as greeters in the Welcome 
Center, name-takers outside the sanctuary, ushers 
in the sanctuary. Without the supporting cast, we 
will not be able to “go on with the show.” Sign up to 
help at: 
  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050B4FA4A822A5FE3-fumc1 
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Part-Time Office Administrator Wanted 
 
(continued from page 18) 
 

 Propose and monitor office supply budget. 
 Network with Social Services. 

 Assist senior pastor as needed. 
 Other duties as assigned 

• Assist senior pastor as needed. 

• Other duties as assignedAssist senior pastor as needed. 

• Other duties as assignedContinuedAssist senior pastor as need-
ed. 

• Other duties as assignedAssist senior pastor as needed. 
Other duties as assigned        
The ideal candidate would possess efficient office skills, good com-
munication skills, would be a self-starter, and able to operate with 
minimal oversite. The candidate must be proficient in Microsoft Of-
fice products including Word, Excel, and Publisher. Database experi-
ence a plus, but training can be provided. The position is 20 hours 
per week Monday through Friday typically 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 
Some flexibility available. High school diploma required some col-
lege experience preferred. Hourly pay starting at $12.00/Hr.; not to 
exceed $15.00/Hr. 
   
Applications will be accepted through May 7, 2021 
  
To apply, mail a cover letter and resume to; 
  
First United Methodist Church 
Attention: SPPRC 
34 South Main Street 
Rochester, NH 03867 
   
Or 
Email them in MS Word or PDF format to; 
FirstumcSPPRC@gmail.com 
  
Or 

mailto:jjhrev@gmail.com
https://firstumcrochester.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=36c9845b445f06028656463af&id=b2ee8c04b6&e=607dfc06f5
https://firstumcrochester.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=36c9845b445f06028656463af&id=b2ee8c04b6&e=607dfc06f5
mailto:FirstumcSPPRC@gmail.com
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First United Methodist Church of Rochester, NH is looking for a 
part time Office Administrator to join our team and run the church 
office. Primary responsibilities include: 

 The direction and coordination of the church office as a center of 
communication, information, and record keeping. 

 Answer phones, greet visitors and assist in resolving questions 
and/or concerns with the assistance of volunteers. 

 Create postings on church social media and website for upcom-
ing events. 

 Maintain church correspondence files. 

 Maintain and operate office equipment, including computers, 
accessories, copiers, and communication systems; provide recom-
mendations to Trustees for defective or obsolete equipment. 

 Organize, edit, type, duplicate, and other pertinent tasks needed 
to produce a weekly program of services with the help of the Pas-
tor and Music Director. 

 Organize, edit, type, duplicate, and other pertinent tasks needed 
to produce wedding and memorial service bulletins with the help of 
the Pastor, Music Director and volunteers. 

 Organize, edit, type, duplicate, mail, and other pertinent tasks 
needed to produce a monthly newsletter with the assistance of     
volunteers. 

 (continued on next page) 
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FUMC CASSEROLE COMMITTEE  

 

 

 

 

provides meals for people in our church family during 

difficult times.  Anyone who is in need of meals may 

call one of the two Chairpersons:    Diane Marzoli  332

-1766  or  Dottie Bickford-Longo  664-5552, or contact 

the office for assistance. Please let us know whether 

you have any dietary restrictions! We always bring 

enough food for the whole family. If you can help,   

either by cooking or buying a meal, we need you! 

Thanks. 

 

A BIG FUMC “THANK YOU” to   

Diane Jones and Dawn Nester for their volunteer 

work in the church office, particularly during this 

time of transition! 
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Christian Ed News!!!!! 
 

Happy 2021! We are so excited to share some amazing 
news about upcoming plans! 

 

Church Library: Marianne will be updating the selec-
tion and have this open on Sunday mornings. Please 

check it out and take a great book home to read!  
 

Future Gen: We have dearly missed our Future Gen 
youth; we will be looking to get our Sunday morning   

Future Gen program back up and running 
 in September.  

 

Youth Group: The youth group advisors will be look-
ing to have an outdoor activity in the month of May to 

get the group back together! Keep an eye on your 
email and Facebook for updates when a date 

 is chosen!  
 

VBS: We are beginning to plan for our summer VBS   
program after we had to cancel in 2020. Stay tuned for 
more updates about when this will occur at the end of 

July or early August! 
 

We look forward to moving ahead as we continue to 

adjust with our new realty. Please let me know if you 

have questions or concerns regarding our Christian  

Education programing.       Thank you, Dan Saucier Jr. 
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ELECTRONIC GIVING SUPPORTS FUMC  
  
A reminder that our expenses continue even during 
the COVID-19 crisis. If you have the means and de-
sire to temporarily give more to offset what others 
cannot, please do so.  We are all in this together! 
Thank you! 
 

Please consider using the Give+ app (download 
from the App Store or Google Play store, or set 
up automatic ACH payments through Van-
co.  Contact Kate Marcotte for more information 

at simplek79@yahoo.com .  
 

Now available on www.firstumcrochester.org  
and Vanco Give + app... 
the ability to donate to the Church Heat Fund also 
known as the Fuel Fund! On behalf of The Finance 
Committee, thank you for supporting the church. 
Every dollar counts!  
 
~Kate Marcotte 
FUMC EFT Coordinator 
   

mailto:simplek79@yahoo.com
https://firstumcrochester.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=36c9845b445f06028656463af&id=b2a34dcfc7&e=607dfc06f5
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JUNE 5th    8 am—1 pm 

Save the date and set your                 
calendar!  

 We will be having a yard sale on 
June 5 from 8am-1pm.  Items that will 
be sold should be in good & working 
condition. 

Yard Sale, Books & Clothing. We will 
not be selling any food at this time. 
Watch for more details as it is being 
planned ! 
 
Thank you to the reopening                
committee for making this happen! 
 

 

9 

In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary @ 9:30 AM  

Here are important details regarding in-person worship       

services…  

Please enter the building via the Welcome Center.  Masks must be 

worn in the building at all times. Face shields may also be worn in 

addition to a mask, but they do not qualify as adequate protection 

from aerosols generated by coughing, sneezing, or deep breathing 

to be utilized on their own. 

• Please maintain social-distance space of at least 6 feet in all 

directions - kindly do not impinge upon another person’s space 

without asking permission to do so first.   Upon entering the Wel-

come Center you will be greeted and asked to sanitize hands 

• Proceed to the second floor using either the elevator or       

Welcome Center stairs.   On the second floor you will check in with 

another greeter who will check your name off on a master list. If 

your name is not on that list we will ask for name(s) and phone 

numbers. This is for contact-tracing per the Department of Health 

and Human Services should a COVID-19 case be reported at our 

church.  

• After checking in, proceed to the sanctuary. Bulletins will be on 

a table at the center aisle.  There will also be offering  plates availa-

ble for your gifts before and after worship. There will not be a formal 

offering time during the service.    (continued on page 10) 
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INPERSON SERVICES NOW  IN SESSION    

(continued from pg #9) 

• Ushers will direct you to your seats. Please be flexible - 

you may not have access to “your pew.” We will fill the 

sanctuary from front to back, and dismiss from back to 

front. Please wait to be seated and dismissed.  

• Restrooms are available, but are limited to one occu-

pant at a time. Please wash/sanitize hands when finished. 

• No food or beverage is allowed in the building at this 

time.  

• The “Prayer Book” will not be available. Please submit 

requests to the office or by emailing Pastor Jeff by Thursday 

afternoon. 

• Please be cognizant of the quarantine guidelines set 

forth by the state.  

• Please inform Pastor Jeff if you end up testing positive 

for COVID-19 after participating in worship. Be assured he 

will hold name(s)/identifying information in the strictest of 

confidence. However, we do need to inform those who may 

have been exposed per DHHS guidelines. 
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LINUS BLANKETS TO BE DEDICATED ON 
MOTHER'S DAY 

Mother's Day, May 9th, marks one of the three days during the year when we 
joyfully dedicate the Linus Blankets and publicly affirm this ministry among 
us. We are very excited to celebrate the work and dedication of this ministry's 
volunteers, and for the opportunity to bless the blankets that will bring com-
fort to children experiencing difficulty in their lives.  
 
Please note that all blankets to be dedicated on the 9th should be at the church 
by Wednesday, May 5th before 1 PM.  Thanks!  

 

 

 

 

Rochester Community Photography Show  

Because of Covid 19 the 2020 Rochester Community Photog-
raphy Show was virtual.  Out of respect for local businesses af-
fected by Covid-19 prizes were not solicited.  We were able to 
award ribbons through the generosity of Barry Nation and a few 
top prizes through the generosity of Hervey’s Tire Shop, Granite 
Steak House and Windjammers Seafood Restaurant. 

While the 2020 virtual show was a success (thanks to John    
Wilderman), it is my belief that we should see what time will 
bring and perhaps plan for a “live” show in early fall.  Part of the 
idea of sponsoring the show was to “open our doors” to the com-
munity as well as fulfill one of our goals in the strategic plan to 
bring arts to the community.   Perhaps by then the local business 
community will be in a better position to donate prizes.  Thank 
you.     

                       Blessings, Cindy Edgerly 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Please Submit Articles for Inclusion in the JUNE edition 
of The Messenger to Judy Saddler 
(bassbeagle2@gmail.com) by May 15th. This will be the 
last publication until August. Thank you! In addition, 
this will be Judy's last publication as she and Claude 
prepare for a move to South Carolina in the 
fall. FUMC's sincere appreciation is extended for her 
excellent work.  Thank you, Judy!!!   

 

SIGN UP ON LINE  

Greeters, Ushers and Liturgists 

 

Here you will find the schedule for the month 
of May. We also added in a slot for Liturgist. 
Please email to others who may like to help 
with these slots. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4FA4A822A5FE3-fumc2  
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FUMC MESSENGER EDITOR POSITION 

WILL BE AVAILABLE BEGINNING 

 JULY 2021. 

Claude and I are moving to Newberry, South Carolina 
to live with my daughter, Michele Fischer and her  
husband, Neal.  We hope to physically move in late 
September or early October.  We have much to do to 
prepare our mobile home to sell so I will be relinquish-
ing my position as Editor after the June edition of the 
Messenger.  If anyone is interested or has questions, 
please give me a call at 969-2114.   

                                                Judy Saddler, Editor 

If you have Publisher, I would be happy to work with 
you before I go.  Most of the production involves cut-
ting and pasting , proofreading and involves 4-6 hours 
a month at most.   

 

mailto:bassbeagle2@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B4FA4A822A5FE3-fumc2
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MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Natalia Hernandez Parsell      May 2 

Ethan Hunt    May 2 

Karen Lindsay   May 2 

Ella Alden May 5 

Zeb Letourneau May 5 

Ron Snyder May 10 

Jennifer Mayotte May 11 

Jordan Smith May 12 

Daniel L.  Saucier May 14 

John Wilderman May 18 

Mark Leahey May 18 

Elaine Wright May 20 

Mike Cook May 23 

Robin Stevens May 25 

Jeff Hunt May 27 

Caleb Cook May 28 

Ann Moynihan May 31 

Michelle Parker May 31  
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THREE key leadership positions  

needs to be filled! 

First, we have been unable to secure a chairperson for the Staff/Pastor-

Parish Relations Committee for over a year. Please prayerfully consider if 

God is calling you to serve in this role. To receive more information or vol-

unteer, please contact Pastor Jeff. Training is provided. 

 

Second, we are looking for someone to take over as chairperson of the 

Altar Guild. This role has been held by Lorie Tweedy and Debra Boynton for 

several years and both are stepping down (please be sure to thank them 

for their wonderful work!). The chair may be held by a team or an individu-

al. The primary responsibility is to remind the Guild members when it is 

their month to handle altar flowers. Beyond that, coordination of holiday 

flowers, decorations, and other seasonal worship visuals also falls under 

the bailiwick of the chair or chairs. The chair is a member of the worship 

committee, meeting monthly with that group for liturgical season planning 

- particularly related to visuals. To receive more information or volunteer, 

please contact Pastor Jeff. Training is provided. 

Third, Newsletter Editor for the Messenger.  Judy Saddler will be    

moving away from the area in the fall. We are grateful to Judy for many   

contributions to this ministry over the years, and we wish both Judy and 

Claude well as they prepare for, and ultimately move to be closer to family. 

We would like to have a new person in place by June 2021. For more        

information,  contact Judy at 969-2114. 


